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ABSTRACT

The personal and family life of Prophet Muhammad (&) represents an ideal model of
moral, social and spiritual balance. His relationships with his wives were characterized
by compassion, justice and mutual respect, offering a practical framework for Muslim
family ethics. However, Orientalist scholars have often scrutinized the Prophet’s (£)
family life through a Western lens, leading to critical interpretations that reflect
cultural bias, partial understanding, or deliberate distortion. Among these scholars, W.
Montgomery Watt stands out for his detailed yet controversial analysis of the Prophet’s
marriages and domestic life and some other orientalists also. This study aims to
critically examine the objections raised by Orientalists regarding the Prophet's ()
family life. The significance of this research lies in countering such critiques through a
contextualized and evidence-based approach, clarifying misconceptions, and
highlighting the moral foundations of Islamic family principles rooted in the
Prophet’s(¥) example. The main objectives of this research are to present the major
Orientalist criticisms concerning the Prophet’s (£) family life, to evaluate the historical
and intellectual backgrounds of these critiques and to respond to them using authentic
Islamic sources and modern scholarly analysis. The methodology employed is
analytical and historical in nature. It involves a thorough review of primary Islamic
texts, classical and modern commentaries on the Prophet’s life, and a comparative
study of Orientalist literature. The research applies critical discourse analysis to
deconstruct the assumptions underlying Orientalist objections and to offer a reasoned
Islamic response.

Keywords: Prophet’s Family Life, Orientalist Critique, Islamic Ethics, W. Montgomery
Watt, Critical Discourse Analysis
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"We conclude, then, that virilocal polygyny, or the multiple
virilocal family, which for long was the distinctive feature of
Islamic society in the eyes of Christendom, was an innovation of
Muhammad's. There may have been some instances of it before his

time, but it was not widespread, and it was particularly foreign to
the outlook of the Medinans!"
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"The interesting point is that the verse not placing a limit on a
previous practice of unlimited polygyny. It is not saying to men
who had six or ten wives, you shall not marry more than four. On
the contrary it is encouraging men who had only one wife (or
perhaps two) to marry up to four. It is not the restriction of an old
practice but the introduction of something new." European
scholars have recognized that this verse of the Quran is an
exhortation and not a restriction, and have further asserted that
there are no clear cases of polygyny at Medina before Islam?
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" The Arabic word nikah, usually translated "mariage,” is wider in

meaning than its European equivalents. its sense in Islamic law has

been defined as a contract for the legalization of intercourse and

the procreation of children. Forms of union sanctioned by custom

in Pre-Islamic Arabia are called types of nikah in Arabic, though in

European languages some of them are nearer to prostitution than to
marriage."?
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“ The marriage with Ayesha was contracted when she was only six
years old, and consummated when she was nine. This raises a
moral question®?”.
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“The Prophet’s later marriages were evidently contracted for
political purposes or from motives of passion'”.

S G Szl 26 el Vs I LHEE S 20
_L()WLHI)VA!H/J{

1 A(Wilfred Cantwell Smith)s10£ ¢4 4
DR R T TN UG s S SR 2
"e Gt

,gjsgaguwt,m{;,/v’&ulwu:(wufuu:gf ol oGt et S 1

e

108



Orientalist Perspectives on Prophet Muhammad’s (¥) Family Life: A Critical Review

e bl 2 8.21—(John of Damascus)er 5Tz

“He (Muhammad) invented his own heresy and allowed himself

many wives!?”,
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“The Prophet’s appetite for women was insatiable; he took pride in

his numerous wives'®”,
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“Mohammed’s passion for women, though regulated, was strong
and became more pronounced in his later years*”.
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